
SMITH FAMILY SCENARIO

                  Family –
   
                  Mr. Samuel Smith; Mrs. Sarah Smith; Sonny, age 16; Sean, age 15; and,
                  Sally, age 14.   The mother works full time as a second shift nurse’s aide in a
                   nursing home.  Mr. Smith works seasonally on lawn maintenance and snow
                  plowing.

                  Mr. and Mrs. Smith have been married for seventeen years.  Both parents have
                  a high school diploma and a driver’s license, although Mr.
                  Smith is on restriction.  They have two old “beaters” as a means of
                  transportation.   Sonny is involved in sports and tries his hardest.  He has
                  learning disabilities and needs help with school.  Sally plays
                  in the band.  Maternal grandparents have been supportive, but they too are
                  very poor.  

                 Presenting Problems --  

     Mr. Smith is charged in District Court with Child Abuse against Sean.  He 
     admits that he is an alcoholic and needs serious treatment.  He has been sent to
     jail and will be released on probation.

     The family is very poor and lives in substandard housing (an old trailer).
     Rodents (opossums and ground hogs) are biting the children as they sleep
     on mattresses on the floor.

     Sean is ADHA, has self-inflicted cigarette burns on his arms and is failing in
     school.    

     There is little supervision of the children from the time school is out in the
     afternoon until 11:30 p.m.  Mom is working and Dad drinks.  Dad drinks to
     avoid the pain caused by bad teeth.  

                Programming --

     What services are available or need to be developed.  Who would pay for such
                 services?



GRIFFIN FAMILY SCENARIO

Andy is 10 years old and in the 5th grade. He currently lives with his biological father, step-
mother, 4 year old step-brother, and 1 year old half-sister in a second floor apartment in
downtown Nashville.

Andy's biological mother has cerebral palsy and has been in a wheelchair since age 15 and her
primary source of income is an SSI monthly disability payment. His mother currently lives in a
modern, two bedroom apartment (her lease states occupancy limited to 4 people) with her sister
and Andy's two younger brothers, age 8 and 6 years, in lonia. Two years ago, Andy lived with
his mother in a rougher neighborhood which was experiencing youth gang problems. Andy
started becoming a management problem for his mother -staying out late, becoming quite
physical with his younger brothers, and so untrustworthy that his mother would not sleep if he
was awake. Prior to this school year starting, Andy's mother asked his father to take custody of
him as she could not manage him or protect her two younger sons from him.

Andy's father is a passive, hostile man who has never engaged in play with his son, but rather
expects children to be quiet when he is at home. Rather than parent his son when he becomes
angry and defiant, Andy's father sends his son out of the home until 8 PM every night. Father
claims they feed him if he has not eaten with a friend. Andy did not receive any Christmas
presents at his father's home this year because "he didn't deserve any." As this school year
progressed Andy's academic performance has declined and is currently non-existent but he is not
a discipline problem at school. Communication between the school and Andy's teacher about
school work is attempted several times during the year and after a week or two there are no
further calls from the step-mother and never from the father. Andy's teacher feels that he has
been appearing more depressed in the months following the holidays.  Andy wants to play the
trumpet at school but father claims he can't afford to support it.

Andy will readily admit that he steals from stores, smokes cigarettes, swears, becomes so angry
that he doesn't know what he's doing and scares himself, and that sometimes he hears voices.
Father has shown Andy's picture to all the police in Nashville and have given them permission to
search him whenever they see him on the streets.

Andy reported to the school social worker that his father had been physically abusive to him.
Andy also has a rash on his stomach that never goes away and is at times raw. A referral was
made to CPS. Father claimed his son lied and because there were no bruises CPS did not
substantiate the allegation.

Andy was caught shop-lifting in late winter and placed on informal court supervision. Father
started calling the probation officer with a daily report of his son's misbehavior. When the father
was instructed as to appropriate discipline measures, he stopped calling the P.O.

Father lost his job when he took his son to be evaluated at Pine Rest for ADD/HD. The
Probation Officer ordered the father to take his son to the recommended follow-up treatment for
therapy and medication evaluation. The first two appointments for therapy were missed.

Programming --
What programs would you use or consider developing and who would pay?

FRED FELONY SCENARIO 



Fred, age 15, has been involved with the juvenile system since his snowball/car situation on the
expressway at age 8. He has been on probation several times under the guidelines of the Consent
Calendar: once for six months at age 10 for stealing a neighbors bicycle and selling it to a friend;
and a second time shortly after the completion of the this probation, he was placed on unofficial
probation for three months for shoplifting some magazines at the local grocery store. Casework
involved working closely with the schools, since he seemed to be "out-of-control" in the
classroom setting. Fred seems rather "hyper" and hard to keep still in such a setting. Parents have
been rather uninvolved with the school, but are constantly frustrated with the calls. They tried
counseling with a private agency at the suggestion of the school, but didn't seem to follow
through with appointments. There always seemed problems around transportation. The older
vintage car seemed to seldom work. At age 13 Fred appeared in Court on a charge of "breaking
and entering" into the downtown YMCA offices. He spent several days in secure detention until
his parents bonded him out. At the Trial he was found guilty and was sentenced to probation for
a year, with an order to pay restitution, Assessment Fees, and Court Fees; attend substance abuse
counseling; and to obey any further rules established by his Probation Officer. His performance
was marginal and he was suspended several times from school during this period. There was
reason to believe that he was also abusing substances during this time. The police had made
contact with him on numerous occasions for illegal behaviors, but were unable to officially
charge him with any crimes. Fred was accused of sexually assaulting a neighborhood girl, but
she would never acknowledge such behavior even though she expressed fear of Fred. At Age 14
Fred was expelled from school for having a weapon on his person, but no charges were pursued
in Court. Shortly after his fifteenth birthday, Fred was charged with robbery of the local 7-11
Store. He had a gun, but never fired it.

What various services were offered or could be developed. Who would pay the bills? What could
happen in this situation? Who will pay the bill?


